H earing conservation is a global challenge and one that occupational health nurses are well prepared to meet. At the National Hearing Conservation Association conference in Savannah in February 2007, an international colleague captured this idea by saying that nurses are the ones who carry the torch for hearing conservation. For this reason, the AAOHN Journal is supporting prevention efforts through a series of articles, spanning several issues, on research and best practices related to hearing conservation. Whether readers are new to hearing conservation or already immersed in it, it is hoped they will join the authors in carrying the torch for hearing loss prevention among all workers.
A premiere interdisciplinary resource for best practices is the Council for Accreditation in Occupational Hearing Conservation (CAOHC; www.caohc.org). The CAOHC Council consists of two representatives from each of the following organizations: American Academy of Audiology (AAA), American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery ( The main objective of CAOHC is to promote the conservation of hearing by enhancing the quality of occupational hearing programs. It achieves this mission by publishing the Hearing Conservation Manual (Suter, 2007) and offering courses for three professional certifications: occupational hearing conservationist, course director, and professional supervisor of the audiometric component of the hearing conservation program (audiologists and physicians). Nurses have strong representation in the more than 21,000 CAOHC-certified occupational hearing conservationists. In fact, during the past 5 years, nurses have accounted for 48% to 60% of those certified each year.
CAOHC has been a leader in providing standards for occupational hearing conservation since its inception in 1973. According to the CAO-HC archives, nurses provided leadership in the founding of CAOHC. In the early 1960s, industrial nurses implementing hearing conservation programs called for standardization in audiometric technician education. The American Association of Industrial Nurses (AAIN) noted a need for a syllabus to be used in the educational program and contacted the ASHA, the Industrial Medical Association, and the AIHA for their expert guid-ance. An intersociety committee on guidelines for noise exposure control was formed from members of those organizations and from it came a guide for training audiometric technicians in industry published in March 1965 March . A federal grant (1965 to the New Jersey Association of Industrial Nurses established five courses using the guidelines from this committee. Under the sponsorship of the AAIN, the audiometric technician program was expanded throughout the country with audiologists and other professionals from local colleges and universities as faculty. By the late 1960s, more than 3,000 nurses and other individuals had completed the curriculum. The committee has been active ever since, changing its name and composition to the current CAOHC in 1973.
This series on hearing conservation is launched with the article, "Noise and Hearing Protection: Latino Construction Workers' Experiences," by Robertson and colleagues. This U.S. population with origins in diverse Latin American countries can provide an exemplar for the current global work force. As the 2009 International Congress on Occupational Health in Cape Town, South Africa, approaches, look to research in noise-induced hearing loss prevention to inform hearing conservation practices worldwide.
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